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Certificate 15. 
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Credits: 
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Cinematography 
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Editor 
Script Supervisor 
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CHARLES BERliNG BERNARD GIRAUDfAU JUDITII GODRECHE JEAN ROCHEFORT 

Ridicule, 
((Cl J 

J/ERBAL FIREWORKS and 
SUMPTUOUS COSTUMES 
make a FEAST for the senses" 
Sunday Telegraph 

(1JJREATHTAKINGLY 
daring, lavish to look 
at, finely acted and 
BRILLIANTLY DIRECTED" 
Scottish Herald 

Patrice Leconte 
Thierry Arbogast 
Antoine Duhamel 
Joe/e Hache 
Maggie Per/ado 

Cast: 
Ponceludon de Ma/avoy 
Marquis de Bellegarde 
Madame de Blayac 
Mathilde de Bellegarde 
Abbot de Vilecourt 
Monsieur de Montalleri 

Charles Berling 
Jean Rochefort 
Fanny Ardant 
Judith Godreche 
Bernard Giraudeau 
Bernard Dheran 

Chosen as the opening film for the Cannes Film Festival in 1996, 'Rid icule' has 
more in common with Patrice Leconte's previous international hits - 'The 
Hairdresser's Husband' and 'Monsieur Hire'- than the popular comedies that are 
his bread and butter product for home consumption. Here he has created a 
sumptuous costume drama and biting satire of courtly manners during the reign 
of Louis XVI that is arguably the best, (and most fun), heritage film of recent 
years. 

'Ridicule' is the story of Gregorie, Ponceludon de Malavoy [Charles Berling], a 
descendant of an old noble provincial family fallen on hard times, who 
nevertheless has plans to drain his land and remove the threat of swamp fever, 
with an ambitious engineering project. However, the only way to raise the funds 
for his project is to obtain royal patronage; this leads him into a web of intrigue 
and moral uncertainty at the court of King Louis, where the mosquitos that plague 
his estates are nothing compared to the creatures that breed in the murky waters 
of Versailles. 

In order to get a foot in the door leading to the many royal salons, (really nothing 
more than glorified waiting rooms), it was necessary to be sponsored by a trusted 
old hand. Malavoy falls in with a respected, but near penniless, physician, 
Marquis de Bellegarde [Jean Rochefort - the eponymous 'Hairdresser's 
Husband}, and soon realises that the only way to gain the King's ear is to employ 
witty repartee and biting satire to leapfrog those ahead in the queue. His principal 
opponents in the verbal jousting sessions are the devious pair of flirty Comtesse 
de Blayac [Fanny Ardant] and slimy Abbot de Vilecourt [Bernard Giraudeau], who 
unwittingly provide him with a leg up - or should that be legover ? - the social 
ladder, when he discovers their sexual liaison and is bedded by the Comtesse to 
ensure his silence. 



1\ Charles Berling & Jean Rochefort 

<Bernard Giraudeau & Fanny Ardant 

However, Malavoy's conscience begins to trouble him when he realises that he 
must choose between the manipulative, but rich, Comtesse and Bellegarde's 
poor, pretty and essentially honest, daughter, Mathilde [Judith Godreche]. Here 
is a man out of his depth, but learning to swim rather quickly, in a society where 
your ability to top your rival's last epigram can literally be a matter of life or death . 

The performances of all the major players are excellent, even if french-speaking 
critics felt that the translation does not do complete justice to the witticisms in the 
razor-sharp original script. The absolute top-notch playing is from Ardant as the 
predatory grande dame, (every bit as sly as Glenn Close in 'Dangerous 
Liaisons'), and Giraudeau as the viperish Abbot. 

'Ridicule ' was nominated for 12 'Cesars' -the French Oscars- and received the 
further accolade of a nomination for 'Best Foreign Language Film' at the 1996 
Hollywood Oscars . It is an intelligent film, a bright comedy of manners, with a 
terrific cast and sure direction, that slowly engrosses the viewer and transcends 
the potential disadvantages posed by foreign language and subtitles. Indeed, 
many viewers will no doubt appreciate that Leconte's real target is not the 
decadence of the pre-Revolution ruling classes, but our modern sound-bite driven 
politicians and their shadowy spin doctors. Nevertheless, watching the final 
writhings of a corrupt society, it is not difficult to see why the French working 
classes began to shout "off with their heads" ! 

IAN SOWERBY 

D C U L lE 
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For those of you who are thinking about possible titles for inclus ion in WNCC's 
201

h Season in 1999-2000, the recent BFFS Autumn Viewing Session in Sheffield 
produced the following reactions to the films screened : 

Features 

Prisoner of the Mountains (V) 
Live Flesh 
The Spanish Prisoner 
The Eel 
Ponette 
Hamam:TheTu~shB~h 

Elizabeth 
Via Satellite 
Hana - Bi 
Funny Games 
Kurt & Courtney 
Victory 
The Girl with Brains in her Feet 
Afterglow 
Smilla's Feeling for Snow (V) 
Bandit Queen (V) 
Happy Together 
La Vie de Jesus 
U Turn (V) 
The Apostle 
24 7 
Amy Foster (V) 

87.5 
83.8 
82 .3 
80.0 
77.9 
77.6 
75.5 
72 .1 
72 .1 
71.6 
70 .0 
69 .4 
69 .2 
69 .0 
62.5 
62 .5 
56 .2 
55.7 
54.1 
50 .0 
50 .0 
50 .0 

Shorts 

Mairi Macleod and the Metagna 93. 7 
Eames Lounge Chair 80 .5 
Awa Tie Sie 77.8 
George's Weans 71.8 
The Secret of the Stone 69 .4 
CostofLove 62.5 
The Week Elvis Died 57.1 
Today We Live 53.0 
Proust's Favourite Fantasy 45 .0 

Titles marked V screened on video 

REACTIONS ROUND-UP 1998/99 SEASON 

Title(No Of Reactions) Rating ['Yo] 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

> Road to Morocco(33) .. .......... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .......................... 7.52 
>Mrs. Brown(45) .. ... .. .. ... .... .... ... ......... .. ..... ... .. .... ... .. ....... .. ..... .. .... 7.93 
> Twelve Monkeys(23) ... ... ... .... ..... ... ....... .. .. .... .... 6.00 
> Letter From My Village(20) ..... ...... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ..... . 6.50 
>Grosse Po inte Blank(38) ........ .. ...... ...... .. .. ...... .. .. .... ...... .. .. . 7.58 
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Grosse Pointe Blank (12/11198) 

38 Reactions, average score 7.58 

Comments 

Too noisy but amusing. 
20 

15 
t) Very amusing portraya l of gratuitous violence. (/) 

ro Q) 10 +' 

~ So slick & witty- brilliant. 
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Many reall y class ic funny scenes. 0 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
BANG,BANG,BLANK,BLANK. 

scores 

Wonderfully twisted. 

Cusacks are taking over the world! 

Why weren't any of the old school mates fat? 

llelen Sa)!ers ~ 

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF FRANK CAPHA'S MASTE RPIECE 

1 O'h December . 

The greatest ... feel-good .film 
ever made. 
Frank Capra's perennial Chr istmas 
lave - in wh ich a benign angel (Henry 
Trave rs) shows a suic idal Jimmy Stewart 
what a difference there would have 
been in the world if he had never been 
born - is the classic Hol lywood fa iry 
tale. Although it 's shot th rough with a 
sublime blend of comedy and 
sentiment, Capra is canny enough to 
make the nightmarish scenes incredibly 
dark, so when you eventually come out 
the othe r end, the heart-warming 
resolution is all the more Joyous. 
Arguab ly Capra's best and most typical 
work, and the role for wh ich Stewart is 
most fond ly remembered. 

Programme ends at 

10.45 pm (approx) 

}AMES 
STEWART 

LL e TM@ DONNA 
REED 

"THE KIND OF EXPERIENCE MOVIES WERE INVENTED FOR" 

***** EMPIRE 
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