
The Main Feature 
 

       
Season 33 - Issue 7 (screening 13.12.12) 

 
USA     1957 
  109 Minutes 
 
Director  George Sidney 
Producer  Fred Kohlmar 
Screenplay  Dorothy Kingsley  

from the play by John O’Hara 
Cinematography Harold Lipstein 
Editors  Viola Lawrence and 

Jerome Thomas 
Music  Richard Rodgers and 

Lorenz Hart 
 

Cast: 
Rita Hayworth  Vera Simpson 
Frank Sinatra   Joey Evans 
Kim Novak   Linda English 
Barbara Nichols   Gladys 
Bobby Sherwood   Ned Galvin 
Hank Henry  Mike Miggins 
Elizabeth Patterson Mrs. Casey 
George Sidney  Film Director 
 
Tonight’s notes are the merged work of Neville Ledsome and Norman Holden: 
 
Pal Joey was a stage musical with a book by John O’Hara and music and lyrics by Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart.  It was based on a character, Joey Evans, and situations, created by O’Hara in a series of 
short stories published in the New Yorker.  In the original 1940 Broadway production, Gene Kelly starred as 
Joey and although it received only mixed reviews the show ran for 10 months which was the third-longest 
run of any Rodgers and Hart musical. It has since been revived on several occasions, including in the West 
End in 1954 and again in 1980. 

Columbia’s Harry Cohn snapped up the screen rights to the musical on its first appearance.  But casting the 
film proved to be something of a nightmare.  The original intention appears to have been that Gene Kelly 
and Vivienne Segal, as Vera the older woman, should reprise the roles they had played on Broadway with 
Rita Hayworth as Linda the ingénue.  Unfortunately, MGM would not loan Gene Kelly to Columbia Pictures, 
so that idea was abandoned.  For the version which eventually reached the screen so, many years later in 
1957, Columbia first wanted Marlene Dietrich or Mae West to play Vera, but when that failed they offered 
the role to Rita Hayworth who accepted it with alacrity.  . 

Pal Joey is also one of Frank Sinatra's few post-From Here to Eternity movies in which he did not receive 
top-billing, Sinatra deciding himself to allow Rita Hayworth this honour stating, with regards to being billed 
"between" Hayworth and Novak, "That's a sandwich I don't mind being stuck in the middle of." 



Considered by many critics as the definitive Frank Sinatra vehicle, Sinatra won the Golden Globe Award for 
Best Actor - Motion Picture Musical or Comedy for his role as the wise-cracking, hard-bitten Joey Evans. 
The musical arrangements are particularly fine, with some near-perfect charts for the Rodgers and Hart 
standards "The Lady is a Tramp", "I Didn't Know What Time It Was," "I Could Write a Book" and "There's A 
Small Hotel." by the incomparable Nelson Riddle  
The ending of the film is notably different to that of the stage 
musical. The transformation of Joey into a "nice guy" 
departed from the stage musical, where Joey's character 
was notable for being the anti-hero. 

The film varies from the stage musical in several other key 
points: the setting was changed from Chicago to San 
Francisco, while the stage Joey was a dancer. The plot of 
the film drops a blackmail attempt and two roles prominent 
on stage were changed: Melba (a reporter) was cut and 
Gladys became a minor character. Linda became a naive 
chorus girl instead of an innocent stenographer and some of 
the lyrics to "Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered" were 
changed. Furthermore some songs were omitted and others 
added; and the screen writer Dorothy Kingsley had to 
sanitise heavily the narrative to meet the demands of the 
Production Code with the result that Joey, an unregenerate heel became for the film merely a flawed hero. 

In the film, Vera Simpson is a wealthy widow and a former stripper (billed as "Vanessa the Undresser") and 
thus gets to sing the classic Hart name-list song "Zip".  

The story is fairly mundane.  Joey Evans (Frank Sinatra) is a second rate singer, a heel known for his 
womanizing ways but charming and funny.  He meets Linda (Kim Novak) a naïve chorus girl for whom he 
forms a genuine feeling.  But that does not stop him from romancing a wealthy, wilful and lonely widow 
Vera Simpson (Rita Hayworth) in order to convince her to finance his own night club.  Soon Joey becomes 
involved with Vera while at the same time his feelings for Linda were growing.  Vera demands that Joey 
should fire Linda, but Joey refuses.  Eventually after more toing and froing the piece is brought to a 
conclusion with an ending rather different to that of the stage musical. 

Pal Joey opened to positive reviews on 25 October 1957.  
It was an instant success with the public and with the critics 
and was ranked as one of the ten highest earning films of 
1957.  Variety summarised Pal Joey as “a strong, funny 
entertainment.  Dorothy Kingsley’s screenplay, from John 
O’Hara’s book, is skilful rewriting, with colourful characters 
and solid story built around the Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart songs”.  The New York Times commented that 
“this is largely Mr Sinatra’s show …… he projects a 
distinctly bouncy likeable personality into an unusual role.  
And his rendition of the top tunes ….. gives added lustre”.  
More recent critics have been less generous.  Halliwell 
described Pal Joey as a “smart musical which begins very 
brightly indeed but slides off alarmingly into conventional 
sentiment”.  Elsewhere another critic commenting on what 
he saw as George Sydney’s “dubious taste” said of Pal 
Joey that “here his gloomy vulgarity ultimately serves to 
smother the bite of the original material.  The result is a 

musical externally lavish but somehow hollow inside; a musical with electric moments but dull scenes”.  
Concentrating on Kim Novak yet another critic considered her to be “hopelessly miscast and [that] her 
rigidity devalued a project that could have remained mothballed for another decade so that its coarse 
cynicism could have been exposed in all its tawdry glory”.  These criticisms seem to me to be overly harsh 
and very much striving after effect.  While the suggestion by Ray Brewer, the one time leader of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and a dedicated anti-communist, that Pal Joey was 
communist propaganda because “it was the first Broadway show where the hero was a bum” is just plain 
bonkers. 

Aside from Sinatra who was judged to be almost ideal as the irreverent, free-wheeling, glib Joey, the acting 
is hardly worthy of comment.  Kim Novak rates highly in the looks department, but her performance is pallid 
in contrast with the forceful job done by Sinatra.  While Hayworth no longer the ingénue moves, but does 
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not sing, with authority as Joey’s sponsor.  Her songs, as were those of Kim Novak, were dubbed.  JoAnn 
Greer sang for Rita Hayworth, as she had done previously in Affair in Trinidad and Miss Sadie Thompson. 
Kim Novak's singing voice was dubbed by Trudy Erwin.  

This will be a night of nostalgia for many of our older members, not least for the music and lyrics (some 
decidedly risqué for the time) of Rodgers and Hart.  But for all of us it is a piece of Hollywood history.  Not 
so well known, perhaps, as the MGM Musicals, but worthy of being included in our programme. 

 
 

WNCC’s favourite(!) film series continues to make headlines! 

Children attending a cinema in Nottingham fled in terror at the weekend after bungling staff accidentally 
played a horror movie instead of cartoon comedy Madagascar 3. 

Parents told how their children were left ‘scarred for life’ when the 15-rated supernatural thriller Paranormal 
Activity 4 started playing to an audience expecting a PG, family-friendly animation. 

The opening scenes of Paranormal Activity show a bloodied corpse being hurled at the camera, leaving 
children as young as five screaming and crying in terror. 

The Daily Mail reported that around 25 families attended the showing at Cineworld cinema in Nottingham. 

32-year-old Natasha Lewis told the newspaper how she had taken her eight-year-old son Dylan to see the 
film.  She said: “They started playing the movie and I thought - this doesn't look right. And then I recognised 
the opening sequence as a flashback to the first movie, which I saw a couple of years ago. 

“It opens on the most terrifying scene in the first film - where a body shoots full pelt towards the 
camera…It's enough to make grown men jump, so you can imagine the terror in these young faces. 

“Everybody just scrambled for the exits, all you could hear were children crying and screaming. 

“I've watched a few horror films in my time but the Paranormal Activity films are the scariest since the 
Exorcist…it was enough to scar them for life.” 

A spokeswoman for Cineworld said: 'We have investigated the incident and can confirm that this was a 
technical error with the projector and apologise sincerely to the families.  All customers who were affected 
by the incident were offered refunds and complimentary tickets.  We also invited customers to watch the 
screening of Madagascar 3 half an hour later.  We take matters such as this very seriously and are 
currently working with technicians to ensure this does not happen again.' 

The Independent Wednesday, 24 October 2012  

 
The printing of the notes for 
each film is undertaken by 
Repropoint free of charge 
  



Reactions to Hugo  22 November 2012 

Score  1 2 3 4 5 6   7 8   9  10 
Votes  ~ ~ 1 ~ 3 1 8 18 11 3 

Total received – 45  Average Score – 7.84 
Your Comments  
Seemingly slow in the beginning but it gave you time to looks at things around, 
without losing sight of the plot 
My kind of film: absolutely enchanting.  The second time around enjoyed it even more. 
Excellent – feel like I’ve been to another world   Very enjoyable  
 Much more than a family film - excellent     Most entertaining! 
A charming film, well portrayed, innocently entertaining  Magnificent! 
 Looks wonderful, but so ponderous      Brilliant – thanks  
Not quite what I expected but very enjoyable   Sheer joy! 
Too whimsical for my taste    Brilliant – thoroughly enjoyed it 
Beautiful! Acting, directing, music – a truly magical experience   Enchanting! 
A homage to cinematography   Brilliant  Highly watchable 
Didn’t really know what it would be – family film/slapstick/retro/special effects 
Brilliant film – I like happy endings, not only in films. An excellent choice and one I 
would not have seen but for the cinema club. 
Sentimental twaddle with Ben Kingsley the only redeeming feature 
7 for the film – 10 for the effort to put it on after the fire 

Position Film Average Score 

1st The Artist 8.28 

2nd Hugo 7.84 

3rd My Week With Marilyn 7.56 

4th  A Separation 6.97 

5th  La Grande Illusion 6.67 

6th  Peepli Live! 6.17 

Our next film (date subject to confirmation) 
8pm on Thursday 10 January 2013  

 
 

In the New Year take a journey with a cast 
of top British actors and actresses (Judi 
Dench, Maggie Smith, Celia Imre, Bill Nighy, 
Tom Wilkinson etc) as they venture to a 
luxurious sanctuary for “the elderly and 
beautiful” in Jaipur, India.  


