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Directed by: Mark Romanek 
Written by: Alex Garland 
Based on the book by: Kazuo Ishiguro 
Producers: Andrew Macdonald and Allon 
Reich 
Executive Producers: Alexan Garland and 
Kazua Ishiguro 
Director of Photography: Adam Kimmel 
Editor: Barney Pilling 
Music: Rachel Portman 

 
Cast: 
Carey Mulligan as Kathy H   
Isobel Meikle-Small as Young Kathy 
Keira Knightley as Ruth C   
Ella Purnell as Young Ruth 
Andrew Garfield as Tommy D  
Charlie Rowe as Young Tommy 
Sally Hawkins as Miss Lucy 
Charlotte Rampling as Miss Emily 

 
Driven by terrific lead performances, this 
achingly beautiful work challenges 
audiences emotionally and intellectually. 
This is a good movie, from a masterful novel.  

 
Director Mark Romanek establishes, and 
maintains, a mood of melancholia and never 
takes a false step. His wonderful cast, 
cinematographer, and production designer all work toward the same goal, though perhaps his most 
effective collaborator is composer Rachel Portman, whose haunting score perfectly mirrors the drama 
onscreen. 
 
The film, adapted from Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel of the same name, stars three of our brightest young actors - 
Carey Mulligan, Andrew Garfield and Keira Knightley. All of them are still only in their mid-20s, yet they 
have a global reputation that is richly deserved. And all of them are outstanding in this film. 
 
The director recalled the process involved in selecting the cast: 
“Well, we didn’t think that we could cast the film until we found the perfect Kathy. We were actually having a 
bit of trouble finding the right actress for her and the head of the studio at the time, Peter Rice, saw the 
premiere of "An Education" at Sundance in 2009. He wrote us a text in the middle of the screening saying, 
"Hire the genius Mulligan". It was just so obvious to him that this girl was amazing. So we screened that film 
about a week later. We got that same Sundance print shipped to London and screened it. We were 
astonished to Carey’s performance in it as the rest of the world would be in a few months. We offered her 
the part and when she came on board, Keira Knightley’s agent contacted us and said, "Have you cast the 
role of Ruth? Because Keira loves the script and is anxious to work with her good friend Carey." So then we 
had Carey and Keira and Andrew Garfield was always the one to beat for me. I saw him in a film called 
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"Boy A", which is an amazing film and an amazing performance. It just wasn’t as widely seen as "An 
Education". I always wanted Garfield and really don’t think we could have gotten three more perfect English 
actors for those roles.” 
 
For Romanek, the trio of Mulligan, Knightley and Garfield added up to more than the already substantial 
sum of their parts. “They would continually stun me with the emotional intelligence that they brought to their 
roles, and yet would always approach their work with a sense of fun and lightness. They each work in their 
own way — Andrew works in a very immediate, surprising way, Keira I think comes more from the head 
and Carey is this incredible alchemist – but together they gave everything to make this story as engrossing 
and meaningful as possible. They don't just say the lines. These actors create works of art, which is 
astonishing given their age." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The film was directed and photographed by two Americans - respectively Mark Romanek and Adam 
Kimmel. But it’s not pushing a point to insist that its values, as well as its setting, are British. The film is a 
triumph for its producer Andrew Macdonald, who first turned British cinema on its head in the mid-90s, with 
Shallow Grave and Trainspotting, and about whom the director said: 
 
“When you say the word producer, you think of an uncreative somebody who oppresses the director or only 
cares about the money or only talent is putting the package together. If Never Let Me Go is at all well-
crafted, it's because it was also beautifully produced with creativity and intelligence and sensitivity to the 
director's needs and also bolstering me where I was screwing up. Like Andrew Macdonald said, "I think 
you're going to need these shots. We should get a second unit guy and get a couple of shots of the car 
traveling." And so we went and scouted locations and the cinematographer and I, we didn't just send a guy 
out. We told him what to shoot. That's smart producing. He knew that I wouldn't have time to do it, that we 
would need it in the story, and he was absolutely right.” 
 
Asked what he hoped the audience would take away from his film, Romanek replied: 
“I had someone write me an email that said “I saw your film and it made me cry and I haven’t reacted to a 
film emotionally like that in years. And I called my father, cause I realized I hadn’t spoken to him in 3 weeks 
and I told him how much I love him and how much I appreciated what a good father he’s been.” It’s just one 
of those reminders of what’s important, maybe, and a gentle reminder, I hope, that life is brief. I hope it’s 
more complex and nuanced than a simple carpe diem. It’s just that reminder about what’s really important. 
Friendship, love, behaving well… Those are the important things. The rest is a lot of nonsense and it’s 
ephemeral. So maybe that. That’s what the book did for me, so we just tried to transfer that.” 
 
Never Let Me Go is a perfect example of British film at its very best; it’s a sombre piece of work, yet its 
sheer quality will lift the gloomiest of spirits. 

 
Iain McGlashan 
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Thankfully WNCC audiences are much better behaved than some: 

 
A retired police officer shot dead a fellow cinemagoer in 
Florida in an argument over texting, police say. 
 

Ex-officer Curtis Reeves, 71, opened fire after asking a man sitting directly in front of him to stop 
texting several times, a Pasco County Sheriff spokesman said.  Chad Oulson, 43, died in hospital. 
 
The two men, accompanied by their wives, had been watching the previews for a matinee 
screening in Wesley Chapel, north of Tampa, on Monday. 
 
The victim had explained that he was texting his three-year-old daughter, witness Charles 
Cummings told FOX 13 television. 
 
Mr Reeves has been charged with second-degree murder. 
 
The two couples had been waiting to watch the new war film Lone Survivor at the Cobb Grove 16 
cinema in Wesley Chapel when the row broke out. 
 
Mr Reeves apparently stormed out of the auditorium to get a manager, but returned without one. 
 
"Three seconds, four seconds later, the argument starts again," Mr Cummings said. "Their voices 
start going up; there seems to be almost a confrontation. Somebody throws popcorn, I'm not sure 
who threw the popcorn, and, bang, he was shot." 
 
Mr Oulson's wife, Nicole, was wounded as she had placed her hand over her husband just as he 
was shot, sheriff's spokesman Doug Tobin said. 
 
Source http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-25726591 

 
 

Further breaches of cinema etiquette..... 
 

A discussion about cinema etiquette on BBC Radio 5 live's Film Review struck a nerve with movie-
going listeners. Bad behaviour at cinemas has reached a "new low", the BBC's Simon Mayo said 
on Friday (10 January).  
 
The incident that got the presenter's back up? A woman looking at her phone. But this wasn't a 
quick glance to check messages - which would be enough to rile some for creating a distraction or 
light pollution.  
 
"She had an app on her phone which turned it into a mirror," Mayo told listeners. "Then using the 
torch on her friend's phone, she used the mirror to do her make-up."  
 
While this might seem like a slightly unusual occurrence, for Mark Kermode the mobile phone and 
the cinema do not mix. Full stop. 
 
"The other day a woman got out one of the biggest phones I've ever seen in my life... you could 
see what she was doing. It wasn't urgent stuff like texts or emails, she was just having a bit of a 
google," he says. 
 
Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-magazine-monitor-25710924 

 



Reactions to Intouchable – 9.1.14 

Score  0 1 2 3 4 5 6   7 8   9  10  

   ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ 4 23 11 6 
Total received – 45   Average Score – 8.29 

 
Your Comments  
What a great choice of film for the New Year – new beginnings..... 
Brilliant – I didn’t want it to finish  Exceptional and very brave; quality film  
What an amazing, sensitive and engrossing film   Really enjoyed every minute 
Irritatingly desperate to be profound     Great film – very entertaining! 
Definitely my type of film – very enjoyable   A genuine crowd pleaser 
A remarkable and enjoyable film    French but very good! 
 Enjoyed it even more seeing it the second time   Loved the film 
Second time I’ve seen it – an excellent film     Just brilliant! 
A really good film – loved the music and scenery    Brilliant and the music! 
I enjoyed this much more that I was expecting to    What a lovely film  
Hugely enjoyable film, well directed, well cast, well acted.   Very enjoyable 
I have enjoyed every single moment of it    A great choice of film  
Am going home feeling better than on my arrival  
 Fantastic start to the New Year – Thank you. 
 

Position Film Average Score 

1st Intouchable 8.29 

2nd Argo 8.07 

3rd All About Eve 7.79 

4th Even the Rain 7.38 

5th Amour 6.46 

6th Rare Exports 5.71 

7th  Ivan’s Childhood 5.22 

8th Sightseers 4.56 
 
  

Our next film is a romance 
for Valentine’s Day 

8pm on Thursday 13 

February 2014 

 
“Poignant and charming, this romance will strike a chord 

with anyone who has loved and lost, and its optimistic 

message lingers fondly in the memory.” 

 
“A delightful romantic film, starring the very talented 

Audrey Tautou” 

 
“Beautifully written and perfectly pitched, this is a real 

gem.” 
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