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Cast:
Jim Broadbent as Santa Claus
Rafe Spall as Steve
Kit Connor as Tom
Stephen Graham as Barber
Ewen Bremner as PC Finkerton
Jodie Whittaker as Alison
Michael Walter as Entwhistle
Warwick Davis as Sally
Joanna Scanlan as Ruth
Nonso Anozie as Knuckles
Perry Benson as Jimbo
Matt King as Brian
Joshua McGuire as Tony

For his fifth film, writer and director Christopher Smith  changes tact completely from his previous horror 
films with a heartwarming and very funny Christmas tale about a father who, after his release from a two-
year prison sentence, has to learn the virtue of reliability.

When Santa Claus crashes his sleigh just outside London and gets arrested for trying to spring his reindeer
from Battersea Dogs & Cats Home, it’s up to Steve (Rafe Spall) and his young son Tom (talented 
newcomer Kit Connor) to organise a jailbreak and save Christmas.

Just after his son's first Christmas, the director had the idea for the film that would be fun and by chance the
next day had a scheduled meeting with the producer Liza Marshall at which he mentioned his thoughts.  

She had always wanted to make a 
family film that her kids could see and 
so they started to develop it. 

Smith gives hints of Roald Dahl’s 
mischievous honesty and is wary of not 
painting the inmates as wholly good or 
bad and even includes a scene which 
shows the prisoners explaining the 
events that led to their incarceration. It’s 
this compassionate spin which really 
tugs at the heartstrings .



Rafe Spall did the usual interview rounds:

They say don’t work with children and animals. In G et Santa you do 
both, but do flying reindeer count?
A reindeer is definitely an animal. I had a slightly complicated relationship
with the reindeer. The rule is don’t stop in front of one because they’ll 
carry on going. I ended up with an antler up my bum. He didn’t even ask 
for my number. 

In the film Santa says, “Children aren’t children f or very long. So we 
must make every Christmas count”. With a young fami ly, is that 
something you’re discovering?
I think the preserve of childhood is paramount. Films like this are 
wonderful in an age where children aren’t children for as long as they 
used to be. Call me old fashioned and romantic but I think that a child is 
much better served by reading Swallows and Amazons than playing 
Candy Crush. But maybe I’m being a troglodyte.

Christmas is the time to be old fashioned and roman tic.
It is because it’s about the fantasy of Christmas. Imagination is 

something that children develop first, it keeps you company as a kid, it’s the reason kids have imaginary 
friends. That idea of magic is something you lose as you get older, which is a shame. To me there’s nothing
negative in believing in Santa Claus because that’s to believe in goodness.

Do you think the real Santa is anything like Jim Br oadbent, who plays him in the film?
If Santa Claus could pick someone to play him, he’d say Jim Broadbent. There’s something inherently kind 
and warm about Jim. To be around an actor of that calibre is a real box ticked.

It may be a fluffy Christmas film, but Spall still got the chance to channel his inner Al Pacino in a scene that 
gave an unexpected nod to a cinematic great.

He said: "I like all of the stuff with the actors playing elves in the grotto.  That was all quite fun. I really 
enjoyed the scene which was a bit of a nod to The Godfather scene where I’m sat in a circle with the elves 
and they are all saying it’s impossible to get Santa out of prison and I say ‘if you can get me on top of the 
building, I can get him out’.

"I enjoyed doing that. It’s something you don’t expect to do in a Christmas film." 

“Everybody loves Jim Broadbent. He’s a national treasure and to have him dressed up as Father Christmas
every day, it never failed to make me feel warm and happy.”

Seven reindeer from the herd at Blithbury Reindeer 
Lodge near Rugeley worked on the film for several 
months during which they ran across London, went 
shopping on Carnaby Street and walked through the 
centre of Harrogate in disguise.

 One of the younger reindeer, George, also has a key 
moment in the film, breaking wind as a way of 
communicating.  

Not your usual form of method acting!

Iain McGlashan

P.S. Jim Broadbent is currently playing the 'other seasonal role' as he appears as Scrooge on stage at the 
Noël Coward Theatre, St Martin’s Lane, London until the end of January 2016.
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Struggling for a Christmas present?
How about 2for1 cinema tickets on Tuesdays and Wedn esdays for all of 2016?

Being a fan of Martin Lewis's website moneysavingexpert.com I was intrigued when he reported 
that if you become a customer of comparethemarket.com, you get access to the above offer.

The article explained that “Car and home insurance were far too pricey for the offer to be taken by 
either option – other offers have better rewards and cashback elsewhere. So we homed in on 
travel insurance. Remember, we’re not necessarily encouraging you to use these policies (they 
may not provide the cover you need), this is just about getting 2for1 cinema tickets by paying as 
little as possible.

So, one day’s UK cover for one person would do the job. Do a quick search on the Compare The
Market website for a single-trip travel insurance policy.

These were the cheapest top picks we found when we last checked on Tue 27 Oct:
• £2.03 – ERV ‘Lite’ (2 Nov – 3 Nov)

• £2.11 – ERV ‘Essential’ (2 Nov – 3 Nov)

• £2.38 – Cigna ‘Kids Go Free’ (2 Nov – 3 Nov)

At that price, these are far cheaper than a second cinema ticket even if you only went once. And 
these are the cheapest we found when trying different dates, but some MoneySavers have got 
insurance for as cheap as £1.37!”

How does Meerkat Movies work?

1. Once you’ve made a qualifying purchase at Compare the Market download the Meerkat 
Movies app for Apple or Android or log into your account on the website to activate your 
membership. Activation can take at least 48 hours. Unfortunately, you can’t have the freebie
Meerkat toy as well!

2. Claim your voucher code on the site or via the app every week.
3. Print it or show it on your smartphone at participating cinemas (all major chains and a lot of 

independents)

I decided to give it a try.  I asked for a quote for 1 night's insurance to cover a trip I was making 
to my parents.  The cheapest quote I got was £2.05 which I bought (thankfully I did not have to 
make a claim as my trip was uneventful).

In moments I got an email confirming the purchase and I then input those details to the 
“Meerkats Movies” section and was accepted for a year's membership.
 
Each week I go onto the comparethemarket.com website, click on the Meerkats Movie image and 
print the page which has my unique code.  That sheet is then presented when buying tickets.

We've used it on three consecutive weeks already, each time paying £9.95 for one ticket with a 
2nd free.

Now I have to confess that if one is prepared to wait until the film can be viewed at home the 
offer may not be for you but on the other hand we are seeing the film when first released, on the 
big screen with associated audio performance.  

I'd wholeheartedly recommend the offer. 

Iain McGlashan  



Reactions to: Dallas Buyers Club
Score 0 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8  9 10 

~ ~ 1 ~ 5 2 7 7 6 3 1

Total received – 32 Average Score – 6.5

Your Comments
So powerful but a hard watch – brilliant acting Good choice for the time of year 
Very though provoking – Jared Leto excellent Extremely well cast
I did not enjoy the film but recognised quality No thank you
Didn't think I would enjoy it but I did Eye opener
More and more purpose – second half much better Better with the subtitles
It would have been a better film if I could have heard more than half of the dialogue.  I 
really needed subtitles.  Thank you – second half improved a lot.
Much more comprehensible with subtitles!  Very well acted and directed
The film started raw and embarrassing and moved to softness and brilliance
Not the best ad for the Lone Star State; the women are cheap and the men nasty
Film not on a subject I would have gone to the cinema to see.  But thought provoking 
subject worth seeing at cinema club.  Thank you.
Impressed by the club's choice for World Aids Day.  Excellent film though slightly 
misleading – AZT isn't that bad and Peptide T does not work.

Position Film Average Score

1st Testament of Youth 8.25

2nd Belle 8.00

3rd The Theory of Everything 7.84

4th Rebel Without a Cause 7.16

5th Dallas Buyers Club 6.5

6th The Band's Visit 5.88

Our next film 
Thursday 14 January

2016

“Selma achieves the rare accolade of

being a powerful period piece with stark

contemporary resonance.”

“Oyelowo is sensational in Selma. He makes

you believe, body and soul, heart and mind,

in his performance as Martin Luther King.”

“heartbreaking and inspiring.”


