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Set in the summer of 1984 – Margaret
Thatcher is in power and the National
Union of Mineworkers (NUM) is on
strike.  At the Gay Pride March in
London, a group of gay and lesbian activists decides to raise money to support the families of the striking 
miners. But there is a problem.  The Union seems embarrassed to receive their support. 

But the activists are not deterred.  They decide to ignore the Union and go direct to the miners. They 
identify a mining village in deepest Wales and set off in a mini bus to make their donation in person.  And so
begins the extraordinary story.

In an interview with The Guardian writer Stephen Beresford recalled that in September 2010 he was about 
to leave a meeting with film producer David Livingstone when he was asked: "Is there any story you are 



burning to write?" "Well, there is one," he replied, hesitating at the door, "but no one is ever going to make 
it." He acknowledges now that this is a line you can only use once in a pitch and explains that he went on to
tell the story of of miners in the Dulais valley in South Wales during the 1984-5 strike – the longest in British 
history – and a gay and lesbian group from London that donated more money (£11,000 by December 1984)
to their cause than any other fundraiser in the UK, along with a minibus emblazoned with the logo LGSM: 
Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners (shown in the original photo on previous page).

In a decade when a degree of homophobia was the norm, LGSM drove a couple of minibuses from 
Hackney Community Transport and a clapped-out VW camper van to a bleak mining town in South Wales 
to present their donations, uncertain what sort of welcome to expect. The events that unfolded said a lot 
about what it means to be empathetic, to overcome dissent and face common enemies: Thatcher, the 
tabloids, the police. They told a story about solidarity.

Most of the real people who were involved are alive to tell their tales, although Aids casts its shadow in the 
events of the film and has taken several LGSM members . Beresford's problem was how to make contact 
with the survivors from the mining community and LGSM with no obvious internet trail to help him. 

But one crucial find – a half-hour documentary, All Out! Dancing in Dulais, created by LGSM for the miners 
– became a vital resource and makes a fascinating introduction to the cast.  However as this was an 
amateur documentary, no names accompanied the faces. The credits, luckily, included an uncommon 
name: Reggie Blennerhasset 

Beresford contacted him on Facebook and asked: were you involved in LGSM? Eventually he met almost 
everyone. Yet he knew he would also need an invented character. Joe (sensitively played by George 
MacKay) is a sixth-former, a suburban mouse discovering his sexuality (to cover for absences from home 
when he is with LGSM, he tells his folks he is doing a choux pastry course). "We needed a character who, 
like the audience, arrives bewildered at a Gay Pridemarch. What happens to him is like what happens to 
the straight audience – he mirrors the slight feeling of trepidation. It helps to have someone who does not 
know where he is going because an audience can think: neither do I." 

He admits he was "incredibly frightened" before the first screening which took place before the community. 
But at the end there was stunned silence, applause, tears. Dai Donovan, visibly moved, asked: "May I 
speak?" He made "an extraordinary, moving speech. He said the time had come for them to thank us, as 
film-makers. He said, 'None of us believed this story would see the light of day. It is a document for the 
future, it exists for all time.'"

And then? "After that we all went and had a roaring piss-up."

After the strike, Mike Jackson felt "sad to think that when I died this 
history would be forgotten. The archive is in the People's History 
Museum, Manchester – but nobody would have known it was there". 
Now his eyes shine as he remembers the Welsh miners who came to 
London to march with Gay Pride in June 1985. "You could glimpse a 
wonderful revolution, that spark of the dream of people being together. 
The film gets that so right." Jackson says LGSM "changed my life, it is 

the proudest thing I've done. But I feel the same now, if anything more angry. I hate Margaret Thatcher as 
much as ever."

Blennerhassett and his partner, agree that being involved in LGSM was "the best time of our lives". They 
were paid extras in the film's final march: "We were costumed for the 80s. It was a stirring day to relive and 
many younger people were fascinated. One hope is that the film might revive political interest because the 
activism of the left has been sidelined, the trade unions are weak, gay rights issues aren't there."  They say 
the film made them weep. "It is very hard to watch. When you see Ben playing Mark, it is like he has come 
back to life – it is unbelievable."

Bill Nighy said in an interview with the BBC "No-one I have ever met has heard of this story, and yet this is a
hugely important slice of British social history. Most of the film is absolutely true - the Pits and Perverts 
benefit concert we show actually happened. And the coming together of these two groups really had large 
implications for British society as a whole.”

“I think it is the most important British film of recent years, I really do."



"What is so funny is that we are making a film about failure -
because the miners ultimately lost their battle - but we do 
feature a scene in the film of the Gay Pride march in London
in 1985. The full might of the National Union of Mineworkers 
showed up for the first time in history to that march, and that
was a direct result of the gay rights movement and their 
fundraising.  The following year gay rights became 
enshrined in the Labour Party constitution, and that again 

was a direct result of the events we show in Pride.”

"I really think this is one of the greatest scripts I have ever read in my life," says Nighy. "Good scripts are 
rare and funny ones are even rarer, but I laughed from start finish. And even after several times, I never got 
through it without crying either.”
 
"l loved it because the two main themes are very close to my heart. If you were asked by your 
grandchildren what developments in your lifetime made you most proud, one of them might be the civil 
rights movement in America and the other would be the emancipation of gay men and women.

"You have to remember that Pride is set 30 years ago and the Gay Pride marches weren't a celebration or 
Mardi Gras, they were political events that would see protesters beaten up by the police. Gay men and 
women were marginalised and victimised . When I was young, people still went to jail for any public display 
of affection between people of the same sex. It seems bizarre to say that, I've never understood it.  And 
now I can stand in a town hall in London and watch two male friends get
married and say I love you in a public place, and I find it almost
overwhelmingly moving.”

"I also remember the miners' strike vividly, I remember a huge amount of
support for them from ordinary people and collecting buckets outside the
London tube. The strike was a scandal of huge proportions.”

"To find a script that treated those men and women with dignity and
respect was a long time coming and it was long overdue. It was a huge
relief to read this script and on top of that it was hilarious.”

"Many of the original members of the LGBT movement, as well as those real-life miners from the Dulais 
Valley they supported, are walking in the front of those scenes over Westminster Bridge. That was quite a 
day. We all cried."
 
Christine Powell was treasurer of The Neath and District Miners Support Group, and recalls the first time 
LGSM visited Wales.

"Well we were nervous, not about them, but about ourselves. We didn't know anything about gay people, 
none of us had ever knowingly met one, and we were just desperate not to say or do anything which was 
going to offend them - especially after they'd been so kind and supportive to us.  But from the first minute 
they had us in stitches, and we soon realised that we had far more things in common than there were which
separated us.  Before that I suppose we'd been quite prejudiced, through ignorance.”

"One of the good things to come out of the strike was that it forced us to be less judgemental about things 
we didn't understand, and realise that there are friends everywhere if you're happy to accept them."
 
Iain McGlashan

sources: http://www.theguardian.com/film/2014/aug/31/pride-film-gay-activists-miners-strike-interview
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-29113849
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Reactions to: The Spirit of the Beehive
Score 0 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8  9 10

1 2 3 4 5 5 11 7 2 ~ ~

Total received – 40 Average Score – 4.9

Your Comments
One of the most boring films I've ever watched A haunting, hypnotic film
The kind of film I like the club to show Who chose that?
Interesting film – slow at the start but got into it Awful
Slow and boring – I must have missed the point Tedious and slow – poor sound
A very strange film – too strange to understand! Too deep for me but a nice old railway
A tragic portrayal of a child's innocence A cinematic detective challenge
Sleep inducing!  The children were brilliant Lyrical – child actors brilliant
Children amazing. But all so fraught and macabre Weird, obtuse – well acted by Ana
Very slow – I didn't understand what happened in the end
My kind of film but I need to watch again to understand better
A rather strange film; children were great but what was it all about!!
Not sure about the details of the story and very slow at times – children were wonderful
Why didn't they talk to one another – not my sort of film and I didn't get it at all or understand it
Acting of the girls was just fantastic – very good photography – Found the story a bit difficult to follow
Baffling at times – notes promised more than film delivered
What on earth was meant by the “Spirit of the Beehive” - couldn't relate to the notes either

Editor's response: More than happy for others to write notes

Position Film Average Score

1st Testament of Youth 8.25

2nd Selma 8.03

3rd Belle 8.00
4th The Theory of Everything 7.84
5th Le Clan des Sicilian 7.27
6th Rebel Without a Cause 7.16
7th Get Santa 6.8

8th Dallas Buyers Club 6.5

9th Love is Strange  6.37

10th The Band's Visit 5.88

11th The Spirit of the Beehive 4.9

Our next film

Thursday 24 March 2016

“Challenging, emotionally devastating and fascinating.”

“The performances are just excellent – particularly young
Lea van Acken as Maria“

"A drama of thought-provoking depth as well as a
showcase for newcomer Lee van Acken. Stations of the

Cross hits hard and leaves a lingering impact."   

“Thought provoking, finely acted and with a powerful 
final act, Stations of the Cross is a must see ”


